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Famed Charro Garcilazo
Brings International Flavor
To Cattle Call Rodeo

Calexico's
Police Chief
Wants To Ax
Patrol Position
For Lieutenant

Cattle Call Performers Display Skills And Personalities

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

As the 2013, 2012 and 2007
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association Specialty Act of the
Year, world-famous Mexican
charro and renowned trick-roper
Tomas Garcilazo has performed
at the National Finals Rodeo in
Las Vegas and traveled as a fea-
tured performer with Pepe
Aguilar's "Rodeo Without
Borders."

Now, the Mexico City native
and his son bring their traditional
"La Charreria" style of Mexican
horsemanship and spell-binding
roping skills to Brawley's Cattle
Call Rodeo at the Cattle Call
Arena in Brawley. Rodeos are
Nov. 9 at 2 and 7 p.m. and Nov.
10 at 1 p.m.

Adorned in the traditional

outfit of the charro, a finely-
embroidered close-cropped suit,
chaps and matching wide-
brimmed sombrero, Garcilazo
brings to life Mexico's national
sport, charreada, or Mexican-
style rodeo, with the added flair
of his unparalleled trick-roping
skills. This will be Garcilazo's
second time performing at the
Cattle Call Rodeo.

"We feel it's important to
offer more entertainment than
just rodeo, and Tomas is a special
act," said Carson Kalin, chairman
of the Cattle Call Rodeo
Committee. "His roots are in
charro rodeo, his riding skills are
just excellent, and as a trick-
roper, there's none better.

"He rides his horse, control-
ling it with just his feet while he's
roping," Kalin explained. "We're
really happy to have him back."

Garcilazo, a third-generation

charro who has been learning the
ins and outs of his family's tradi-
tional riding techniques and 

Continued on page 3

BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Amid an already depleted
patrol staff slow to be filled due
to a drawn-out hiring process,
Calexico Police Chief Gonzalo
Gerardo wants to temporarily
shelve one patrol officer or ser-
geant position and promote from
within for another lieutenant. 

Further, the city's top cop
stated the move to hire from
among his qualified ranks could
save the city's general fund
around $50,000 in salary and
benefits by eliminating overtime
with the addition of a lieutenant. 

The promotion would fill a
vacant but unfunded position that
would become an exempt
employee-one that does not earn
overtime, according to the chief's 

Continued on page 7

CHARRO AND RENOWNED trick-roper Tomas Garcilazo.
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Family Generations Bond Over Brawley Chili
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Chili is a specialty concoc-
tion whose devoted fans return
year after year for what is the tra-
ditional kick off of the Cattle Call
week in Brawley.

The 34th annual Chili Cook-
off on Nov. 2 straddled the south
and north sections of the town's
Plaza park, attracting a robust
crowd estimated at 3,000. It was
again sponsored by the Brawley
Chamber of Commerce,
explained David Canez, an inde-
pendent specialist for Legal
Shield and chamber member.

"The event keeps getting big-
ger and better," he said. "Not
everybody does a competition
like this. Some of the competitors
(nine) started cooking at 6 a.m.
All proceeds go back to chamber
operations. One World Beef
(OWB) is our presenting sponsor
and they employ over 650 now.
It's a high-end specialty beef
processor and were proud to have
them."

Team Strategy
One World's Joe Alvarado, an

operations specialist, contested
six other teams at an in-plant
competition and his recipe won
the right to represent the firm at

the cook-off. 
"I've never done chili in my

life. This is the first time," he
confessed. "I went through vari-
ous websites and picked up some
tips but a lot are similar. So, that's
where the personal touch comes
in. Our best and secret ingredient:
Brawley beef."

Team "Just in Case Chili" pit
captain, Joe Parga, of

Jordan/Central Implement Co.,
recalled the team won first place
several times and expect to win
this year. 

"We got to stay focused to
win," he said. "Keep stirring the
pot and don't stop." 

Added Joel Gonzalez, a
Jordan salesman, "It's the begin-
ning of Cattle Call week. We get
a lot of friends from out of town.

And with weather like this, who
needs to go to San Diego?"

That simple philosophy paid
off as Just in Case chili won the
grand prize of $1000. Finishing
in second place was Chili de la
Sauvecita, while Packing House
Chili took third place. The
People's Choice Award went to
One World Beef. 

Meanwhile, winning best

booth was Thermal Chili from
Cal Energy Generation.
Visitors Splurge at Chili Fest

Carla Salgado from Imperial
recalled she always brought her
children to the event when they
were young. 

Continuing the family tradi-
tion, her son, Dan Salgado, then
interjected, "Now we bring her
and I brought my son, Miguel
Amezcua."

Said Carla, "This chili I have
has big square pieces of beef and
it's really spicy. I like it, but I like
to have beans in there. They
should have some hot dogs so
you can pour your chili over it."

The Rev. Nellie Dominguez
of Brawley First United
Methodist Church was smiling
ear to ear.

"On my God, I'm very happy
with this event," she said.
"Mingo's Full House Chili is deli-
cious. Now this is my favorite so
far."

Ricardo Torres, Mingo's pit
boss, explained he simmers the
chili slow after he sautés it. This
was his third year of competition
and he named his booth after his
father who passed away two
years ago.

Continued on page 4

(LEFT TO RIGHT) Carla Salgado, her son, Dan Salgado and his son, Miguel Amezcua, sample the
fare at the annual Cattle Call Chili Cook-off on the Plaza in Brawley on Nov. 2.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

Calexico's cannabis revenue
projections are off by hundreds of
thousands of dollars for the sec-
ond year in a row as the city con-
siders increasing the number of
pot permits for the third time
since April.

City officials, however, said
they are confident the city will
cash in on cannabis revenue in a
big way by the end of the fiscal
2020-21 budget cycle that starts
July 1, 2020. 

During a public hearing at its
Nov. 6 meeting, the Calexico
City Council was expected to
consider preliminarily increasing
the number of retail commercial
cannabis permits from seven to
12, according to information pro-
vided to the council by a city
planning consultant and the assis-
tant city attorney.

The meeting occurred after

this newspaper's deadline.
Meanwhile, with no cannabis

retailers yet open for business in
the city's Cannabis Overlay Zone,
the city is not seeing a boost in
sales-tax revenue tied to its
increasing number of retail
cannabis permits. 

Projections woefully off
For the two years starting

July 1, 2018, and to end June 30,
2020, the city projected $900,000
in cannabis revenues compared
to what actually might be a dis-
mal $50,000, according to city
officials. 

Calexico coffers saw some
$40,000 come in by the June 30
end of fiscal 2018-19. City
Manager David Dale said during
an interview Oct. 28 the city
would likely earn only $10,000 to
close fiscal 2019-20, which will
end June 30, 2020.

The revised projection for fis-
cal 2019-20 means for a second
consecutive year revenue will
come in woefully short of what

city staff and council members
predicted. 

When the council approved
this year's budget in mid-July,
Finance Director Karla Lobatos
said the city estimated a "worst-
case scenario" amount of
cannabis revenue at $250,000.
Council members Bill Hodge and
Morris Reisen, both members of
the city's cannabis subcommittee,
said at the time they believed the
city's revenue could be double
that of Lobatos' projections.

Lobatos' so-called "worst-
case scenario" was intended to
not duplicate the same mistake
the city made just a year earlier,
when officials projected some
$650,000 of cannabis revenue in
the 2018-19 budget, when the
actual amount earned was a frac-
tion of that.

Dale said Oct. 28 he is antici-
pating that the more than a dozen
cannabis-related businesses at
some point in the permitting and
development process will result
in the first significant infusion of
revenue during fiscal 2020-21,
which ends June 30, 2021. 

Cannabis revenue is made up
of a combination of earnings
from the voter-approved Measure
K cannabis tax, annual fees from
the various commercial cannabis
permits, cannabis-specific sales
taxes filtered out quarterly by the
Finance Department and build-
ing-permit fees tied to the con-
struction of cannabis businesses.  

"Even if we get half of what
they (cannabis merchants) prom-
ise (for 2020-21), we'll be doing
extremely well," Dale predicted.

Total permits to increase to
90

The council will have before
it on Nov. 6 a recommendation
from the Planning Commission
to increase the number of permits
to 12, which the commission
approved at its last meeting Oct.
28. 

The new retail permits to be
considered could be either retail
storefront, non-retail storefront
(delivery) or microbusinesses. 

That means under a single
permit a smaller-scale operation
could engage in at least three of
the following activities: cultiva-
tion of cannabis on an area of less
than 10,000 square feet, Level 1
manufacturing (processing with-
out the use of volatile solvents),
distribution and retail sales. This
is according to information from
consultant Christopher Velasco
and legal counsel Jill Tremblay.

If approved, once the 12
become active, which could be
sometime in late December, there
would be 90 regulatory permits
on Calexico's books regarding
commercial cannabis activity. 

The next step for the five
additional retail permits would be
for the city to stage a second
reading at its Nov. 20 meeting.
The availability of the added per-
mits would go into effect 30 days
later.

"In reviewing the potential
increase in cannabis retail busi-
nesses, staff has considered con-
centration in the (Cannabis
Overlay) Zone and impacts to the
city," the report to the council
states. 

The overlay zone is about 350
acres of industrial zone in the
northern part of Calexico west of
Highway 111 where the city is

requiring all its cannabis business
to locate.

"Staff does not foresee a con-
centration problem in the zone
with the addition of five retail
businesses. … City staff believes
the additional businesses are
appropriate to support demand,
but the state could potentially
deny them if it finds an excessive
concentration (of businesses in
one area)," according to Velasco
and Tremblay's report. 

"Staff does not anticipate that
the additional retailers will
adversely impact the city's serv-
ices or negatively affect the gen-
eral welfare of the citizens.
Additional businesses in the zone
will help revitalize the area with
new development, which has
been a main goal since the zone
was established" in July 2017, the
report adds.

How city got to 90
Most recently, the council

approved an ordinance in August
doubling available permits from
30 to 60. Instead of just 10 per-
mits each in cultivation, manu-
facturing and distribution, the
city now allows 10 of each permit
in two categories-large and small
operations.

The large-scale permits are
for cultivation with the potential
to grow and harvest cannabis that
exceeds 10,000 square feet in
area. The large-scale permits for
manufacturing and distribution
are based on gross receipts
greater than $500,000. The small-
scale permits are under those lev-
els.

Continued on page 10

BY MARIO CONDE

For long-time Calexico
Police Officer Shaun Sundahl
heroes are men and women who
wear a law enforcement uniform
everyday day to help the public
during their darkest times and
maintain the law.

In that spirit Sundahl has pub-
lished the book "Police Officers
on Patrol Series: The Foot Chase
By Mexican the Border!"

The first story is based on an
actual police call and the officers
who responded to it, and that
theme will continue with its
sequels. The book is for children
ages 4-8 so they will be able to
get a glimpse into the excitement
of police work. 

Sundahl said while relations
between law enforcement and the
community are still improving,
his goal is the books being the
bridge that connects them. 

"Since my personality is
introverted, writing is my pre-
ferred way of problem-solving,"
Sundahl said.

Another motivating factor,

Sundahl explained, is most chil-
dren's police books were not
written by a police officer and are
not based on realistic calls for
service. 

"Each day, law enforcement
officers face similar dangers as
fictional superheroes. Yet, they
accomplish their objective, all
without a cape, mask, or a laser
beam shooting out of their eyes,"
Sundahl explained. "Just like
their superhero 'allies,' police
officers are expected to appear
fearless, emotionless, feel no
pain, make split-second deci-
sions, move fast, and be able to
wrestle with a villain' twice their
strength or size."

The idea is for children to see
real-life superheroes in the per-
son of police officers, who are
also mothers and fathers them-
selves, as well as mentors,
Sundahl added.

At the end of the book is a
page the child reader can bring to
any law enforcement officer and
discuss the equipment featured
on it. The officer will circle all
his or her equipment and then
autograph the page for the child.

This interaction, Sundahl said,
has the potential of having a pos-
itive and lasting effect on the
child's perception of police offi-
cers. 

"This book teaches children
that police officers are human
beings, they're approachable, and
you can come to an officer for
any problem you have," he said.

The main character of the
book is the late Adrian Cordova,
a Calexico officer who died on
Nov. 1, 2007, as the result of a
motor-vehicle accident.

Sundahl chose Cordova as
the main character because he
worked with Cordova for two
years and was given the opportu-
nity to provide him a one-week
tour of the Calexico community
before he entered the field train-
ing program. 

Sundahl said Cordova was
well respected by the community,
even by released inmates. 

"I remember on many occa-
sions on patrol people who
served their time in jail would
approach Officer Cordova, greet
him, and talk to him in confi-
dence," Sundahl recalled.

The book features an actual
incident in which Cordova got
into a foot pursuit of a vandalism
suspect. The suspect was much
larger than the officer and even-
tually a long physical struggle
ensued. 

Sundahl needed the content to
be age-appropriate and so he
hired an editor, Jessica Beeson

from Beeson Editing Services in
St. Louis, to finalize the content
and structuring of the book. She
is an experienced educator of
children in the same age group
the book is directed toward. 

Continued on page 6
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Calexico Cop Pens Kids' Book
On New Type Of Superhero

CALEXICO POLICE OFFICER Shaun Sundahl pictured with
his children's book “Police Officers on Patrol Series: The Foot
Chase by the Mexican Border!” based on real police stories. 
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Pot-Revenue Estimates Again Far Short



maguey-roping artistry since he
was a young boy, has performed
throughout Europe, Canada, the
United States and Mexico. He's
ridden for numerous Mexican
presidents and been a guest per-
former at the White House and the
Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C.

He has appeared on Broadway
in New York City, toured the U.S.
with the Will Rogers Follies, a
six-time Tony Award-winning
show, been a two-year featured
performer at Disney's Wild West
Show in Paris, France, and toured
Holland and Germany as part of
the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show.

*    *    *
Clown of the Year

'Rumpshaker' Rumford to Delight
Cattle Call Fans 

Justin "Rumpshaker"
Rumford, an eight-time
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association Clown of the Year
and Coors Original's 2013 Man in
the Can, returns to the Brawley
Cattle Call Rodeo as a fan-
favorite barrelman and rodeo
clown.

He is a third-generation rodeo
cowboy who ditched the bronc-
busting and steer-wrestling to
become one of the industry's top
barrelman and rodeo-clown per-
formers. Rumford regularly works
the crowds at the National Finals
Rodeo in Las Vegas, top PRCA
rodeos throughout the country, the
College National Finals Rodeo in
Casper, Wyo., and the PRCA Tour
Finale in Omaha, Neb.

"We've had Mr. Rumford here
before and the crowd seems to
love him. We're pleased to have
him back," Kalin said. "He brings
good family entertainment to our
rodeo."

Rumford grew up around
stockyards and cowboys in the
small town of Abbyville, Kan.,
where his grandfather, Floyd
Rumford, started Rumford Rodeo
Co. in the 1950s. Justin's father,
Bronc Rumford, took over the
company and still raises rodeo
stock today. 

Co-host of the rodeo-centered
podcast, RumpChat, Justin has
become well-known for switching
up his famous clown show, which
has featured a motorcycle, gorilla,

cheerleader, Spider-Man, dancing
robot and a boot scramble. 

This year has been one of
recovery for Rumford, who
almost had to hang it up for the
season when he suffered a major
leg injury in January during a per-
formance at the National Western
Stock Show and Rodeo in Denver.
He blamed the injury on his Zebu,
a miniature bull weighing in at
about 400 pounds.

"Not just a miniature bull --- a
miniature fighting bull. He's a
very, very tiny bull and he is a
mean little bugger --- diabolical,"
Rumford said during an interview
with the Santa Ynez Valley News.
"I added him to my act. I play
with him, jump over him …
things like that. But during my
performance, I stepped in a hole
and went down. I immediately
grabbed my knee. He didn't know
I wasn't playing around, so he
rammed right into me --- wham! -
-- and he broke my leg, but it's all
good now."

A resident of Ponca City,
Okla., Justin is often joined by his
wife, Ashley, a former 2005 Miss
Rodeo Oklahoma, who's instru-
mental in booking his rodeos,
making travel arrangements and
helping ensure the success of
operation Rumford. In September
2013, Justin and Ashley became
parents to triplets, daughters Livi
and Lola, and son Bandy.

*    *    *
One Cattle Call Performer is

Like Family to the Rodeo
Standing 4 feet, 6 inches and

weighing 120 pounds, Charlie
"Too Tall" West is a giant in the
rodeo-clowning game and is
known as "The World's Smallest
Barrelman."

"Too Tall," who has been
entertaining rodeo fans for more
than 30 years, has been nominated
for the Coors Original Man in the
Can award several times and has
served as featured barrelman for
the California Circuit Finals.

"Charlie has been here a num-
ber of times, and he brings lots of
family entertainment to our
rodeo," said Kalin. "He's almost a
part of our family... (and) brings a
uniqueness to his act."

West has been a fixture with
the Flying U Rodeo Co. of

Marysville for many years. Flying
U, founded by famed cowboy
Cotton Rosser, has for decades
provided Cattle Call Rodeo with
its rodeo stock animals and some
of its most popular acts.

A resident of Loomis, West
grew up around rodeos, where his
mother was a rodeo secretary. He
even tried rodeo himself while in
high school with bull-riding until
"the bulls were far too big and I
didn't grow anymore."

At 56, Charlie is known for
his high-energy act with his dog,
Ziggy, and his miniature horse,
Magic. 

When he's not saving rodeo
riders from getting thrown around
by the bucking broncs and the
massive bulls, West regularly vis-
its hospitals and rest homes to
entertain the patients with his
clowning antics.

West has regularly performed
at some of the top Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association-
sanctioned events in the country. 
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Week of  November 11th, 2019
Smartphones: Have They Taken Over Your Youth’s Life?

(Originally aired on February 2019)
According to the Pew Institute 75% of teens and 95% of young adults send

text messages, with the average being 60 text messages per day.
Smartphones ownership in teenagers is over 95%. 45% of U.S. teens

describe their online time through smartphones as nearly constant. Most sub-
scribe to a variety of social media platforms. Join us as we discuss possible

mental health consequences of smartphone use.

Jonathan Fonseca
Registered Associate Clinical Social Worker

Psychiatric Social Worker
Youth and Young Adults Brawley Anxiety and Depression/MHSA FSP

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 11 de noviembre
Medios de Comunicación Social: ¿Se ha Apoderado de su Vida?

(Originalmente transmitido en febrero 2019)
¿Te has dado cuenta de que la mayoría de la población tiene un teléfono inteligente?

Tener un teléfono inteligente es una gran herramienta y al mismo tiempo puede ser un
dispositivo de distracción. Parece que todos los que tienen un teléfono inteligente están
revisando constantemente sus teléfonos para ver la repuestas inmediata a sus publica-
ciones en varios sitios de redes sociales. El Seguimiento de las celebridades y de los

amigos en todos los sitios de redes sociales es una tarea constante que en algún
momento parece mas importante que otros eventos que podrían estar ocurriendo ante

nuestros propios ojos.

Maria Arredondo-Coronel
Terapeuta Asociada Registrada para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar

Consejera de Salud Mental Servicios para Jóvenes y 
Adultos Jóvenes EC MHSA FSP

Performers..............................................................................from page one

Calexico Continues 'Miraculous' Financial Recovery Amid Release Of Audit
BY RICHARD

MONTENEGRO BROWN

Calexico has a story to tell,
and it's an overwhelmingly posi-
tive one that speaks to sacrifices
of every city worker who agreed
to take a pay cut a few years
back, to every department head
who is juggling multiple jobs
daily, to a unified city council
that lives within the tight con-
straints of a spartan budget.

It's the story of a city that was
on the brink of bankruptcy just
three years ago, a city that
devised a plan to borrow $3.5
million from its own wastewater
funds to help keep Calexico
afloat during a nearly catastroph-
ic period of no one minding the
proverbial store. 

It's the story of a city that
covered some serious ground to
make up an average of about $1.7
million a year, starting out with a
negative general fund balance of
around $4 million in mid-2016,
to a city that is projecting to end
the current fiscal year, June 30,

2020, with positive cash reserves
and having paid back its $3.5
million wastewater fund loan a
year ahead of schedule.

"I am not using hyperbole
when I say I think it has been
nothing short of a miracle what
this city has been able to accom-
plish with the resources that it
has, (and) at the same time come
back from such a financial deba-
cle as was seen in this city during
2014-2016," Calexico City
Manager David Dale wrote in a
recent email. 

At the Oct. 23 city council
meeting, Dale and city Finance
Director Karla Lobatos would
proudly take the council and the
community through a first-quar-
ter update of the current 2019-20
fiscal year's budget.

Employees Get Credit
Calexico Mayor Bill Hodge,

who hosted his first town hall
meeting Oct. 30, is talking up the
city's dramatic turnaround every
chance he gets, fully crediting the
financial about-face to city
employees.

"It's due to the major sacri-

fices of staff and department
heads," Hodge said during an
interview Oct. 27. "They are the
ones who brought us back from
the brink of bankruptcy. It's noth-
ing short of a miracle."

The city has essentially over-
come more than $8 million in
deficit spending, gaining ground
at a fast pace, and maintaining
city services even with 100 fewer
employees now --- 140 people
work for the city today --- than
what it employed in 2010, Dale
said.

Through these mitigating cir-
cumstances, the city has still been
able do some $25 million in cap-
ital improvements projects over
the last two years, Dale said. A
number of these projects have
been to refocus Calexico on its
neglected streets and to begin the
process of upgrading its aging
water and sewer plants and old
systems of underground water
and sewer lines. 

Ironically, a day later after
Dale and Lobatos' presentation,
Oct. 24, the California State
Auditor's office unveiled a new

tool --- an online dashboard ---
that ranked more than 470
California cities based on
detailed information about their
fiscal health. The ranking is part
of the Auditor's High-Risk Local
Government Audit Program for
determining whether a local gov-
ernment agency is at risk of fiscal
distress.

Calexico ranked as the fifth
worst-off city in the state for
overall financial stability, literal-
ly topping more than 470 other
cities in the specific categories of
liquidity, general fund reserves,
and other post-employment bene-
fits funding.

History of Budget Problems
One may ask how that kind of

bad news can come out one day,
but only 24 hours earlier city offi-
cials were hailing a new era of
fiscal health and responsibility.

"I think the release of the
report … is a reminder of where
the city was. It only serves to
confirm the successes that we
have had over the past three years
in recovering from the financial
debacle that plagued every city

department," Dale said when
contacted a couple days later to
see if the state auditor's online
dashboard dampened his excite-
ment over the city's hard-won
victory over its poorly-managed
past.

The data for the dashboard
was derived from the most-cur-
rent available audits the state had,
which were from the 2017-2016
fiscal year, which just happened
to be one of the two years the
California State Controller's
Office audited with a fine-tooth
comb. Over the course of the
two-year audit period, the
Controller's Office found
Calexico was lacking in dozens
of internal controls and financial
oversight, according to a report
released in January.

"Within a two-year span, city
management allowed a $4.1 mil-
lion surplus to become a $4.0
million deficit," Controller Betty
T. Yee stated in her January
report, referencing what appeared 

Continued on page 7

BARRELMAN CHARLIE“Too Tall” West 

Photo from Charlie West Facebook page

BARRELMAN JUSTIN “Rumpshaker” Rumford

Photo from Justin Rumford Facebook page



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Imperial Valley is no stranger to gusting
winds and while it wreaks havoc with respi-
ratory problems it is just as brutal to heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning sys-
tems.

Among the more trusted repair profes-
sionals is Vic's Air Conditioning &
Electrical Co. in Holtville. Since 1951, res-
idents from here to San Diego, Buena Park
or Thousand Palms, have relied on the firm,
whose expertise includes heating-ventila-
tion-air conditioning, refrigeration, electri-
cal and sheet metal/fabrication.

It is a family business launched by
grandfather Vic, now run by his son Bobby
Turner, his wife, Cheryl, and their son,
Robert. 

The younger Turner returned to the fam-
ily business after years as a project manag-
er for a Los Angeles high-end home builder
and sat down in Vic's conference room on

Oct 31 to explain the importance of keeping
air conditioners in prime condition.

"Our air quality in Imperial Valley is not
that great," admitted Robert. "And I could-
n't imagine living without air conditioning
(here). You could, but it would be inhos-
pitable."

Yet one of the biggest home expendi-
tures is electricity, and one of the primary
consumers of electricity is a home's air con-
ditioner.

"It makes sense to take care of one of
your largest expenses to conserve your
pocketbook," he said. "The single-family
home here can spend $200 to $300 a month
on electricity. And I live out in the country.
I have an electric water pump (for access to
canal water) and I recently peaked out at
$430 a month."

Prepare for the Season
Many residential customers wait until

they turn on the AC when the mercury rises
to notice problems. Without regular service,
an air conditioner will still work but with

more difficulty. An air conditioning tune up
usually costs about $80.

"In a perfect world, everything should
be checked by mid-May," and Thanksgiving
for heating, said Turner. "The filter needs

replacing each month dur-
ing heavy usage. And typi-
cally before the cooling
season, check the outdoor
coil, electrical and control
components. When it
works as efficiently as
possible it'll never break
down in peak season."

Most air conditioners
are sold with 10-year war-
ranties and many are
choosing extended labor
policies for about $5 a
month, he added. 

Air conditioners are
one of the most expensive
appliances and that is
owing to their increasing
complexity as California
energy requirements are
escalating to reduce the
state's carbon footprint. 

Vic's also does a lot of
ventilation duct work for
commercial businesses
and government offices.
Nearly a quarter of the
business is industrial
refrigeration, mainly for
supermarkets.

"They're very adamant about preventa-
tive maintenance," said Turner. "They're
trying to mitigate expense. Obviously, for
supermarkets, they can lose a lot of product
if refrigeration fails."

When to Replace AC
But like the Energizer bunny, some res-

idential ACs can go for 20 years such as one
Vic's replaced a month ago. Although a
homeowner may be reluctant to purchase a
unit, replacing it can substantially reduce
the cost of operation.

"Nobody enjoys having an air condi-
tioner not working in the summertime," said
Turner. "Replacing a unit brings peace of
mind that it will work when you want it to."

But savvy planning beyond AC mainte-
nance can pay off for the energy consumer
handsomely as well. It all comes down to
sun penetration, Turner explained. It is often
recommended to create some sort of shad-
ing to reduce the heat load of the home and
planting trees is advantageous. Triple-pane
windows supplemented with blinds also
reduce energy costs. 

For the weekend tech geek Turner
advises adhering to utility company motto:
avoid blasting multiple appliances as soon
as arriving home from work. 

"Obviously, people don't want to be told
they can't use their conveniences," said
Turner. "But the utilities suggest waiting
until after 7 p.m. to load up the dishwasher,
washing machine or dryer. It can save a lot
of money."
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Vic's Of Holtville
Iconic Air Conditioning Service,
Soothes Heated Brows

ROBERT TURNER, CO-OWNER of Vic's Air Conditioning in Holtville, discusses
the company’s focus and how homeowners can best maintain their air conditioners
in the harsh Imperial Valley climate.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO



BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Many El Centro residents are
riding the crest of a wave surfac-
ing with the new Aquatic Center
but its rising tide did not lift all
boats as some, including those
who frequented Adams Park, are
struggling to stay afloat.

Jessica Solorio, founder of
Spread the Love Charity located
just blocks away on Main Street,
see the other side of the coin that
faces most of her clients, some of
the most needy in the county.

"I was happy El Centro was
getting something so amazing as
the Aquatic Center but super sad
the homeless weren't taken care
of before," she said in an Oct 31
interview. "The homeless were
told to move, but when there is
no home, where do you go?
They've scattered, yet most
stayed in the vicinity and now
about 50 homeless are in the
alleys and parking lots of down-
town."

The Aquatic Center was built
on city-owned park land along
between Adams and Park
avenues between Fourth and
Sixth streets. It opened Oct. 26.
The area was formerly the site of
numerous homeless camps.

Henry Poston, 63, has been in
Imperial Valley 21 years, arriving
from Oklahoma. He has worked
in construction but poor health
has hampered him most of his
life. Now with a heart murmur, he
also suffers lower intestinal stress
and numbing in both legs. For a
time he was able to recycle bot-
tles and metals but almost no
recyclers remain in the down-
town area.

"I was going to Adams Park
when I was looking after an eld-
erly couple, Frank Beltran and
his wife, and they gave me a
room to stay at their place,"
recalled Poston. "I was working
landscaping but I can't anymore
since I can't strain my lower
intestines."

Poston previously went
to Adams Park to get meals from
one of a number of churches that
did outreach there. But Poston
was anxious when he first heard
the Aquatic Center was going to
be built there. 

"I didn't like the idea, but I

understand the community wants
a place for the neighborhood to
go," he said. "But we liked to use
the restrooms and we could use
the sink to wash up in. It wasn't
great but we got halfway cleaned
up." 

A special hardship for Poston
was when the police vacated the
homeless from Adams Park when
resident complaints became
prevalent. He lost his documents,
particularly those needed to
obtain disability benefits, but
now with the assistance of Spread
the Love he will able to replace
his medical card.

Rudy Villalobos, 55, is also
now homeless, but 10 years ago
he took care of his parents and
earned a paycheck providing in-
home assistance to the disabled.
He also partook of the church-
sponsored meals at Adams Park
and relies on Spread the Love
charity.

"The pool construction wasn't
great from me, especially when
they closed the bathrooms," he
said. "Now we have to go to the
transit station (Seventh and State
streets). Well, the pool is what it
is. But Spread the Love gives us
something to eat. And I have
some family in El Centro to help

me."
Neighbors' Perspectives
Besides the homeless who

were forced to move, the center is
a big change for its more perma-
nent neighbors. Shawn Benson,
an employee with the Gun Shop
on Broadway, just two blocks
from the Aquatic Center,
explained it will definitely bring
traffic to the area.

"But I don't know if they
(pool patrons) will be interested
in stopping by the shop to buy
ammunition on days they are
using the pool," he said, perhaps
in jest. "But according to our
boss, the pool is a great addition
to the neighborhood. And we sure
hope the children enjoy it."

Julie Gobae, a neighborhood
resident, was strolling past the
Aquatic Center gates just hours
before Halloween trick or treat-
ing began. She explained the pool
is nice but the city opened when
it was too cold.

"But the price of $5
(admission) is a lot for kids, espe-
cially if you have four or five
kids," said Gobae. "I remember
the Plunge (the former city pool)
when it was 50 cents. I think they
should lower the price to $2, then
all the kids can go. But I think the

pools are fantastic and beautiful,
And, yes, I'll be swimming
there."

Wendy Luevano, owner of
Simply@Home, a vintage fur-
nishings and collectibles shop on
Main Street, is certain the
Aquatic Center will attract
crowds from across Imperial
Valley. While she said she sees its
value, she also noted the city
needs to address its homeless-
ness.

"The community needs this,"
she said. "But the city needs to

get on board with the homeless.
Some have addictions and others
need mental health services. But
El Centro has closed its eyes to
the homeless. It's not just down-
town because they're now camp-
ing around the (former) Smart &
Final (on North Imperial
Avenue). It breaks my heart. But
the pool is great for the commu-
nity. It's always a challenge for
what kids can do here. We need
more recreation and museums
down here." 
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JESSICA SOLORIO, EXECUTIVE director of Spread the Love
charity in El Centro, follows the news of the El Centro Aquatic
Center opening, which she praised but noted is a hardship on the
homeless. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

El Centro Aquatic Center A Jewel That
Does Not Come Without Flaws



"This thing is a family
affair," said Torres. "My son, in-
laws and grand kids are helping
out today. They'll take over from
me and it's the best way to learn.
We enjoy getting everybody
together."

Brawley Fire Fighter's
Association, the 2018 grand
prize winner, was back again
with Rodger Smith and the fire
chief's (Charles Peraza) family
recipe.

"It's an old recipe, but one
that works," said Smith. "It looks
like a good turnout. My help
showed up and we're ready to
go."

Anthony Gutierrez, truancy
officer for Imperial Unified
School District, was enjoying
chili from American Legion Post
60, Brawley, while his daughter,
kindergartener Emily, was cool-
ing off with a rainbow mix
Hawaiian shaved ice.

"I'm doing the American
Legion Post 60 chili now and its'
amazing, " he said. "Without a
doubt, this gets people's choice."
Entertainment Spices Up the

Feast
For the first time the chili

cook-off held a bean bag (corn-
hole) toss competition. There
were 20 teams vying for a cash
prize with half of the proceeds
donated to cancer research,
noted player Rickey Moreno
who teamed up with Henry
Rodriguez.

Arriving from Holtville for
the game were brother and sister
Tony and Martha Ibarra, who
agreed the mood was laid back
rather than competitive.

"There's a lot of great teams
today and we'll try to make sure
we get more points than anybody
else and that's the only strategy I
have," Tony said. 

Added Martha, "I love it. It's

the first (cornhole) tournament
and I hope they continue it. It's a
great game for any age group or
skill level."

Providing entertainment,
Bertha White, an employee with
Uni Care home care services and
a dance instructor, teamed up
with dance partner Theresa
Robertson to perform Te Here, a

Polynesian Dance. They led off
with "Beautiful Hawaii" fol-
lowed by student dancers
Yesenia Garza and Samantha
Luna, both juniors at Brawley
Union High School. 

Meanwhile, Jonathan
Sandoval of Brawley got to chill
his thirst with a frosty cool one,
Firestone 805, on the house,

"because they just tapped the
keg," he explained.

Also imbibing were the
servers and cooks of Las
Chabelas restaurant.

"It's (chili cook-off) amaz-
ing," said Joanna Sanchez. "This
Firestone 805 is delicious." 
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Recently, Sundahl and other
Calexico officers read the book to
children at the Camarena
Memorial Library. 

"I explained to them that the
character, Officer Cordova, was a
real Calexico police officer, that
he was the best officer we ever
had, and that they play at his park
(named after him in Calexico).
Their eyes lit up and only smiles
occupied the reading area,"
Sundahl said. 

Children were not the only
ones enthralled with the story, he
added.

"The parents also seemed
more interested after I told them
the book isn't only about police
officers-it's about Calexico police
officers. Coincidently, two police
officers that helped me read were
characters in the book," Sundahl
said. "When I pointed out the
characters and showed them that
the characters are real officers-in
the same reading room as them-
they seemed more interested."

Sundahl plans to donate

books, upon request, to the chil-
dren of fallen law enforcement
officers ages of 4-8; donate to
non-profit organizations who can
use these books as drawing items
for special events; and plans to
donate them to non-profit organi-
zations that assist the families of
fallen members of the military
and public safety. 

The book may be purchased
on amazon.com by searching
"Shaun Sundahl." It is $9.99 and
is also available in Spanish. 

The Police Officers on Patrol
Series will continue by featuring
other fallen law enforcement offi-
cers. The second book, "Pollero
at the Border!," will be released
at the beginning of December and
will feature fallen El Centro
native Border Patrol Agent
Robert W. Rosas, Jr. and two
other agents from Texas.

For future releases Sundahl
can be followed on Instagram:
ChildrensPoliceBooks or on
Facebook using the same tag.

Book...........from page two

Chili.......................................................................................from page one

E.C. Council Considering Commercial Cannabis Despite Comments Against 
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Even though heated public
comment against allowing com-
mercial cannabis in the city out-
numbered support by nine to
three, the El Centro City Council
on Nov. 5 moved forward with
plans to draft an ordinance for
some commercial cannabis
activity.

Although not motioning for a
vote on the issue following com-
ments of three council members
favoring cannabis and two
opposed, the panel agreed to
direct the Community
Development Department to
prepare an ordinance that may
not be completed until late sum-
mer 2020. 

Mayor Edgard Garcia,
Mayor Pro Tem Efrain Silva and
Council Member Tomas Oliva
supported an ordinance. Council
Members Jason Jackson and
Cheryl Viegas Walker were
opposed. Emphasizing cannabis

is currently legal under state law,
Garcia cited that as a major rea-
son for his stance.

"I've always looked at this
issue from a legal perspective,"
said Garcia. "But I don't want 23
unsupervised delivery services.
I'd prefer a storefront business
with strict regulation we can
monitor. A lot of delivery servic-
es obey the law but some do not,
delivering to parking lots and
public parks."

Garcia added that by devel-
oping an ordinance the city can
regulate commercial cannabis
through required business
licenses, as well as having a
known business address. The
city will also have ability to
track the product, where it
comes from, where it ends up
and therefore maintain accounta-
bility.

"I am very concerned with
contamination of the product,"
said Garcia. "Let's not let
Sacramento direct city policy."

Jackson explains position

However, Jackson said, "I've
been here eight years (on the
council) and there's a lot to be
proud of in El Centro--Measure
P, Bucklin Park Veteran's
Memorial. But is a cannabis dis-
pensary something beneficial to
citizens, something we can be
proud of? It doesn't seem like it." 

He explained part of his job
as a council member is represent
El Centro residents and a recent
survey found 67 percent of resi-
dents opposed commercial
cannabis. He provided no further
details about the survey. 

Despite the probability a
council majority favors an ordi-
nance allowing cannabis, he
vowed to continue to work on
behalf of citizens who do not
want it.

Silva, expressing apprecia-
tion for his colleague's com-
ments, explained a lot of pub-
lished studies often reflect an
author's bias. Some claim
cannabis is not a gateway drug
and does not lead to increased

crime, while other studies say
just the opposite, he said.

"I'm in favor of a dispensa-
ry," said Silva. "It's not that I
don't care for the youth of El
Centro or do not care about the
effects on the developing brain
or cannabis accessibility. We'll
always have social issue chal-
lenges here regardless if a dis-
pensary is here or not. It's not
about a revenue stream but about
control and regulation. It's a
legal product and it's here." 

Walker reiterated she had
heard nothing at the meeting to
change her opinion.

"I am particularly concerned
about the devastating effects on
teenagers," she said. "They will
get on the wrong path and lose
their motivation."

Cannabis caveats
With a council majority in

favor, Norma Villicana, director
of the city  Community
Development Department, was
given direction to suggest the
types of commercial cannabis

uses allowed in El Centro. The
council was unanimous in
opposing cultivation with
Jackson and Walker also oppos-
ing manufacturing and testing
labs. 

Community Development
must also devise a cannabis reg-
ulatory ordinance, a merit-based
application process and cost
recovery fees, conduct an appli-
cation review and selection
process, and develop a commer-
cial cannabis tax measure for the
November 2020 election.

Oliva, arguing in favor,
explained with an ordinance
quality control measures will
make certain products are pure
and consistent.

"Let's conduct multiple
workshops (public hearings) all
over El Centro and give staff
direction to develop an ordi-
nance so if it's adopted we can be
ready."  



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN 

Although the county has been
mostly supportive of Calexico's
plan to pipe the fetid waters of the
New River until they pass city lim-
its, county Board of Supervisors
Chairman Ryan Kelley is criticiz-
ing the project.

The decision puts the problems
of the toxic river "out of sight, out
of mind," Kelley said during a
recent interview.

The New River, for years cited
as the filthiest body of water in
North America, originates in
Mexico where it accumulates pol-
lutants such as known carcinogens
and raw sewage, and crosses the
international border in Calexico.
The river makes its way through
the Imperial Valley before empty-
ing into the Salton Sea north of
Brawley.

Several days before Kelley and
his fellow board members unani-
mously voted to declare a local
state of emergency over repeated
raw-sewage spills into the river,
Kelley spoke with this newspaper
Oct. 29 about several issues
regarding the heavily polluted
waterway. 

To put his comments about
Calexico into context, Kelley
seemed exasperated when dis-
cussing plans by state Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia (D-
Coachella) and state Sen. Ben
Hueso (D-Chula Vista).The duo

has similar ideas in forming bi-
national coalitions to take their
concerns over the New River
directly to officials in Mexico City
and Washington, D.C. Kelley
seemed to grow more frustrated
when asked whether he would par-
ticipate.

"We will go to these meetings
and vent, but it hasn't gotten us
anywhere," Kelley said. "We're
tired of being the forgotten
stepchild."

Part of the county board's
action Nov. 5 in declaring a state of
emergency was to push the federal
government and the U.S. side of
the International Boundary and
Water Commission to pressure
Mexico and its IBWC counterpart.
The move seek to have those agen-
cies deal with the raw sewage
being dumped into the New River
during an increasing number of
breakdowns at Mexicali's failing
wastewater treatment plants.

County Officials Speak Out
During an Oct. 24 meeting of

the IBWC's Colorado River
Citizens' Forum in Calexico, in
front of U.S. Commissioner Jayne
Harkins, two Imperial County
Public Health Department officials
laid out the county's concerns.
They focused on pollution levels at
the New River and made several
demands of the government,
including a call for the feds to fund
an $80 million to $100 million
sewer plant on the Calexico side of
the river.

Already irked by what he said

is a lack of action and too much
talk on the part of federal and state
officials in addressing pollution at
the river, Kelley was then asked in
the interview how building a sewer
plant in Calexico would co-exist or
where it might be built relative to
the Calexico New River
Improvement Project. 

The project, which includes
recreation areas along the river,
when fully funded and finished
would have its own water-treat-
ment component before the river
gets encased in a pipe until it flows
past city limits.

Let the federal government
"put the water treatment plant
where Calexico's plan ends,"
Kelley said brusquely on Oct. 29. 

He added, "The Calexico New
River project puts the river out of
sight, out of mind," he added,
clearly implying that Calexico's
plan does not deal with the pollu-
tion problem so much as put a
Band-Aid on it until it's out of
Calexico's jurisdiction. 

Kelley said the county board is
responsible for the health and well-
being of all the county's residents
who live along the path of the New
River. That includes those commu-
nities north of Calexico such as
Seeley, parts of Imperial and
Brawley and southwest of
Calipatria.

"We're not afraid of making
people upset for projects they may
not do," Kelley said at one point,
seeming to refer to the fact that the
city's improvement project has

been 15 years in the making and
has yet to be completely funded.
Calexico officials have said they
still need $15 million to $25 mil-
lion to have the multi-phase project
paid for in full.

Undergrounding New River
'Not the Fix'

Jeff Lamoure, deputy director
of the county Public Health

Department's Division of
Environmental Health, agreed with
Kelley. Lamoure is who made the
request for federal funding for a
wastewater treatment plant during
the Oct. 24 IBWC meeting. 

Continued on page 11
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to be a hands-off spending free-
for-all between July 1, 2015, and
June 30, 2017.

Yee's audit team review of
Calexico's internal control sys-
tem found that of 48 control
attributes --- government stan-
dards for methods and proce-
dures used to verify accuracy of
financial statements --- Calexico
was lacking in 37 areas.

Calexico officials had report-
edly engaged in significant
deficit spending in fiscal years
2014-2015 and 2015-2016, with
expenditures exceeding revenues
by $8.1 million, Yee's report
found.

"Clearly, Calexico's financial
controls need improvement," Yee
stated in the report.

Prior Mismanagement
This was around the time

when retiree Richard Warne
became Calexico interim city
manager in June 2014. He was
permanently hired in mid-2015,
only to be put on leave and
shown the door three months
later. 

That was the start of a revolv-
ing door of interim city man-
agers, until the council found
Calexico native and former City
Manager Armando Villa, who in
his short tenure with Calexico ---
June 2016 to December 2017 ---
got major concessions from all
employee bargaining units,
hatched the plan to borrow the
wastewater funds to help balance
the budget, and steer the city
toward a path of austerity that
helped it avoid bankruptcy.

Hodge, who was on the coun-
cil between 2010 and 2014, was

among the affirmative votes that
hired Warne, and he may have
lost his re-election bid because of
it.

"I am partly responsible for
bringing Warne in. I was a 'yes'
vote. The damage is done; that
was a big mistake," he said,
adding he won re-election in
2016 and has had the opportunity
to watch City Manager Dale con-
tinues Villa's work.

"When Dale took over, we
continued to stay focused on get-
ting out of the red and tightening
our belts. At the end of the year
(fiscal 2018-2019 that ended
June 30), we were probably a
couple hundred thousand dollars
in the plus," Hodge said. 

He added that Lobatos has
been "a major factor for us being
able to break even this year."

Dale said the total general
fund balance in 2015-2016 was a
negative $4,042,182. The projec-
tions for fiscal 2017-2018
showed that the fund balance
would continue to degrade to
negative $5,409,935, he said. 

Villa Spurs Turn Around
Villa and the council at the

time started the change when the
fiscal 2017-2018 budget showed
a shortfall of $3,268,489, Dale
said. By the end of that year,
instead of a shortfall, there was a
surplus of $337,116. For fiscal
2018-2019, there was an approx-
imate (approximate because it
has not been audited) surplus of
$1,027,986, Dale said. 

After the wastewater fund is
paid back, the city still has two
years' worth of payments due to
the city's former insurance carri-

er, the Joint Powers Insurance
Authority, including a $633,000
payment this year that is already
part of the budget, Dale said. 

Since the internal control
measures were lacking by the
state controller, Dale, Assistant
City Manager Miguel Figueroa
and, later, Lobatos, have been
able to address almost all of the
areas of concern.

What's more, Calexico's pre-
carious earlier financial position
saw the city lose the ability to
apply for federal and state grants
and programs, including about a
two- or three-year stretch where
it could not apply for funds under
the state Community
Development Block Grant
Program. However, through
efforts of Figueroa, that ability
was restored this year. 

Much of this financial turn-
around has been done with hard-
ly any revenue from commercial
cannabis activity in the city,
which has not met revenue
expectations, Dale said. 

Meanwhile, the city is even
working to replenish its reserves,
or its rainy-day contingency
funds in case of emergencies. 

"The city needs to have
approximately $4 million to $5
million in reserves, so we are not
yet where we want to be, but we
are getting there," Dale added. 

Of the overall budget he
added, "We're not where we want
to be yet, but getting to this point
has not been easy. … We've got
the momentum train going for the
next few years."

Audit............................from page three

report to the Calexico City
Council.

The council was expected to
consider the matter at its Nov. 6
meeting, which occurred past this
newspaper's deadline. 

In addition to the personnel
change, the council was to be
asked to authorize testing for the
lieutenant post at a cost not to
exceed $15,000 pending the test-
ing company's quote, the report
states.

Gerardo's proposed move
hinges on whether he has a quali-
fied officer among his ranks who
can pass the lieutenant's exam. If
not, he won't look to hire from
outside the department and will
instead leave the lieutenant posi-
tion unfunded and vacant, the
report states.

Gerardo said during an inter-
view Nov. 3 the reason he needs
to stay in house is because the
savings on overtime would not be
realized if he were to add a lieu-
tenant from outside the depart-
ment and not give up one of the
sergeant or officer positions. 

Gerardo said he has five open
but funded officer positions
available through the 2019 calen-
dar year, and this move would see
one of those open positions
frozen. 

He filled two other open offi-
cer positions in September.
Gerardo said he is slow to fill the
open spots because recruiting,
along with intensive background
checks, take the department up to
several months to get new offi-
cers in place. It takes even more
time to get those officers through
the field-training phase. 

Previously, the chief has not
discussed specific numbers of
patrol officers on the streets due
to concerns about safety.

Meanwhile, the chief
explained the department's chain
of command has the chief at the
top, with two lieutenants beneath
him: one overseeing operations
and another overseeing support
services. Gerardo and the opera-
tions lieutenant is now working
extra duties to make up for the
vacant support-services position. 

Operations oversees patrol
staff and support services over-
sees all non-sworn personnel and
administrative issues, including
monitoring grants.

Gerardo reported to the coun-
cil the move would be considered
an internal promotion. 

Current sergeants and officers
who hold a supervisory
California Commission on Peace
Officer Standards and Training
certificate, or an officer with a
bachelor's degree or higher and
an Advanced POST certificate,
would be eligible to apply for
lieutenant, according to the chief.
Gerardo said he does have sever-
al staff members with these qual-
ifications.

If the promotion is success-
ful, Gerardo would request at a
later date the police officer posi-
tion be removed from the current
budget "to keep in line with the
salary savings," he reported.
Requesting to reopen or add a
police officer position would be
discussed for the fiscal 2020-21
budget cycle, he stated in his
report. 

Lieutenant...............from page one

County Supervisor Critical Of Calexico's New River Plan, City Responds

FOR DECADES THE unhealthy filth of the New River has been
a matter of much discussion and, many feel, not much action.
That might be changing, though Imperial County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Ryan Kelley is at odds with Calexico over
elements of the city’s New River Improvement Project. In a recent
development, California Assembly Member Eduardo Garcia
(left) and Senadora Alejandra del Carmen Leon Gástelum of Baja
California (center) lead the Bi-National Roundtable on Air
Quality and the New River on Oct. 18 at the San Diego State
University, Imperial Valley Campus, in Calexico. Garcia says he
expects to introduce a bill in January to help fund the city’s proj-
ect. CORISSA IBARRA PHOTO
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Imperial Dental
Specialties, a state-of-the-art

dental practice opened for
just over a month, is already
seeing positive feedback
from initial patients regard-
ing exams and treatment.

"Our satisfaction is corre-
lated with patient satisfac-
tion," said dentist Hamlet
Khachatryan, partner with
dentist Arthur Azatyan in the
new practice. "We strive to
provide a pleasant experience
for our patients, presenting
them treatment options in a
clear manner so they make
informed decisions regarding
dental needs."

Although newly estab-

lished at 1698 Cruikshank
Dr. in El Centro (near
Walmart) and originating
from Los Angeles, they are
no strangers to Imperial

Valley. Both "Dr. Hamlet"
and "Dr. Arthur," as they are
fondly known to patients,
have worked in Imperial
Valley as associates in sever-
al locations.

"We identified the need of
quality dental care in
Imperial Valley and the rela-
tively few choices patients
have in choosing a dental
provider for their dental
needs," said Hamlet. "Having
worked in several dental
offices as associates we
decided to take the leap as
owners in 2019. It's been life-
changing, while challenging.

Yet, it has provided tremen-
dous opportunity."

Arthur agreed with his
partner that they both enjoy
the relaxed atmosphere and
friendly feel of Imperial
Valley and exert themselves
to be contributing members
by offering their superlative
dental skills to those in need.

Arthur graduated from the
University of Southern
California with high honors
and awards in prosthodontics

(focus on dental prostheses)
and biomimetic dentistry
(treats decayed teeth to
strengthen them and seal
from bacteria). Hamlet grad-
uated the University of
California, San Francisco,
with awards in excellence in
general and cosmetic den-
tistry.

Their office comprises the
latest in 3D and 2D imaging,
including a new  Cone Beam
Computed Tomography

scanner and X-Ray machines
with low levels of radiation.

"We have built from the
ground up a brand new office
with modern furnishings,"
said Hamlet. "Large format
TVs with intraoral cameras
and X-Ray presentation are
in every operatory. We also
offer the latest in restorative
technology, including lithium
disilicate glass ceramic
crowns and inlays/onlays." 

Cutting-Edge El Centro Dental Practice Flourishes On Praise Of First Patients

Dentists Hamlet Khachatryan (left) and Arthur Azatyan are part-
ners in the newly opened Imperial Dental Specialties office
at 1698 Cruikshank Dr. in El Centro. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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TONY AND MARTHA Ibarra compete in the bean bag (corn
hole) tournament at the annual Cattle Call Chili Cook-off on the
Plaza in Brawley on Nov. 2. WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

A MEMBER OF the Pit Crew team, one of nine competitors, stirs
a vat of chili at the annual Cattle Call Chili Cook-off on the Plaza
in Brawley on Nov. 2.  WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO

2019 Cattle Call
Chili Cook-off
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THEME: WORLD CUISINES
ACROSS
1. Caribbean vacation destination
6. "How Green ____ My Valley"
9. Elementary particle
13. His oyster?
14. Where couples are joined?
15. Most common vowel in English
language
16. Relating to a node
17. E in BCE
18. Makes better
19. *Tex-Mex or California cuisine,
e.g.
21. *Smörgåsbord, e.g.
23. Dwindle
24. In a frenzy
25. U.N. workers' grp.
28. Notary Public's mark
30. Vandalizing a car
35. Karl of politics
37. Priests' robes
39. Type of eclipse
40. One on a list
41. *Like cuisine in a fancy restau-
rant
43. Stalactite site
44. Las Vegas' main street
46. Very pleased with oneself
47. Location of ACL and MCL
48. John Cusack's time machine,

2010
50. Upper hand
52. Caribou kin
53. Student aid
55. Four quarters
57. *Pelmeni and borscht, e.g.
61. *Samosa and biryani, e.g.
64. Remove, as in a Pinterest post
65. Any doctrine
67. Spectator
69. Newman/Redford movie "The
____"
70. Cartographer's creation
71. "____ Line Is It Anyway?"
72. Carrying container
73. Sunday newspaper inserts
74. Editor's "Let it stand" marks
DOWN
1. Grass bristle
2. Shingled house part
3. Pakistani language
4. Nonchalantly unconcerned
5. Rhymes at rap battling
6. One of Five Ws
7. Lungful
8. Tetanus symptom
9. Got an A
10. *Tom Kha Gai and Gaeng
Daeng, e.g.
11. Horned birds
12. Classic

TV series "_*_*_*_"
15. Israeli money
20. African sorcery
22. *Chinese pan
24. Egg white
25. *Coddle and soda bread, e.g.
26. Another word for Bingo
27. Not hidden
29. Regrettably
31. Exclamation of disgust
32. Absurd
33. Innie or outie
34. *Spanokopita, e.g.
36. Do like exhaust pipe
38. Wall support
42. Encourage, two words
45. Whimpering
49. Flapper's accessory
51. Funds
54. True inner self
56. Number of planets
57. Metal enemy
58. "Do ____ others..."
59. Rotisserie skewer
60. Cosine's counterpart
61. Mischievous fairies
62. Gel-producing plant
63. Hatchling's home
66. *Typical U.S. fare, acr.
68. Second solfa syllable, pl.

Solutions on page 11

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE!!
Subscribe to your 

community 
newspaper today!!  

Call 760-339-4899.

In April, the council first
approved raising the number of
retail permits from five to seven
to accommodate several busi-
nesses that turned in their appli-
cations to the Planning
Department within hours of each
other. The additional permits
went into effect in May.

The remainder of the com-
mercial cannabis permits to reach
the 90 includes three delivery
permits, 10 for lab-testing and
five for microbusinesses.

Related action defines hemp
In a separate but somewhat

related action, the council is also
expected to consider at its Nov. 6
meeting holding a second public
hearing and preliminarily
approve amending the city's 2017
cannabis ordinance to remove
industrial hemp from the defini-
tion of cannabis. 

The action coincides with
state and federal legislation dif-
ferentiating between cannabis,
which contains the intoxicating
compound THC, and industrial
hemp, which does not contain
THC in concentrations beyond
0.03 percent. 

Hemp, which is in the same
family as cannabis, is instead
grown for its fiber and cannabid-
iol, or CBD, a trendy and prof-
itable extract of the hemp flower
being marketed as a miracle cure-
all. 

Imperial County officials,
economic-development experts
and some local farmers are tar-
geting hemp as the county's next
major cash crop.

The timing of the requested
action coincides with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture's
release last week of its guide-
lines. They are for states and
Indian tribes to develop their own
plans to allow farmers to grow
the hemp plant just as they would
any other agricultural commodi-
ty. Hemp was fully decriminal-
ized nationally with the passage
and signing of the 2018 Farm Bill
in December 2018.

The potential action also
coincides with state Senate Bill
1409, Senate Bill 153 and
Assembly Bill 228, according to
information prepared for the
council by Velasco and Tremblay. 

Under SB 1409, industrial
hemp was removed from the
California Uniform Controlled
Substances Act and the state
Department of Food and
Agriculture authorized pilot pro-
grams for the growth of industri-
al hemp.  

SB 153 is intended to con-
form California hemp law to the
requirements for a state plan
under the 2018 Farm Bill. It
established a new deadline--May
1, 2020--for California to submit
its 2018 Farm Bill state plan for
USDA approval. 

AB 228 proposes to establish
a regulatory framework in
California for industrial hemp
products to be used as a food,
beverages or cosmetics.

Pot...........from page two



Lamoure also leads the coun-
ty's new "water desk," a water-
quality-monitoring program being
developed by the county that ini-
tially was to test the quality of the
Salton Sea. However, Lamoure
and the county want to add testing
New River water-quality to its
responsibilities.  

"Just to pipe it underground
and move it farther down is not the
solution," Lamoure said during an
interview with this newspaper
Nov. 3. "It's not the fix."

Calexico officials had varying
degrees of reaction to what Kelley
had to say. Fellow board member
and Division 1 Supervisor Jesus
Escobar, who was sworn into
office in January, vacated his
Calexico City Council seat to take
a place on the county board. As
such, he has seen the issue from
both sides.

"I have not heard any negativ-
ity" from Kelley, Escobar said Oct.
31. "These are two separate mat-
ters. I think (the Calexico New
River Improvement Project) is
more of a short-term solution and
(a full sewer plant in Calexico) is a
long-term solution, and they both
make a heck of a lot of sense to
me."

Calexico View of River
Improvement

Perhaps no one knows more
about the Calexico New River
Improvement Project than
Assistant Calexico City Manager
Miguel Figueroa. He has been
working on the project for several
years, helping to guide it through
nearly every stage and sorting
through many of the funding suc-
cesses and setbacks.

Figueroa was a key figure in
gaining the support of the county
board and the Imperial Irrigation
District Board of Directors in
establishing a three-way memo-
randum of understanding to fund
the operation and maintenance of
the Calexico project. 

The MOU saw the county, IID
and the city of Calexico each agree
o pony up $50,000 a year once the
project is finished. It was a
requirement of the California
Environmental Protection Agency
and the state Water Resources
Control Board to move forward
with awarding a $1.4 million con-
tract for an environmental review
of the project in October 2017.

"The passion that Mr. Kelley
has is welcomed because he is
challenging federal agencies to
step up and do their part. He is in
his own right speaking and look-
ing out for Imperial County, and

that should be applauded,"
Figueroa said during an interview
with this newspaper Oct. 30.

Added Calexico Mayor Bill
Hodge: "Those swipes, we can't
take them personally. The city has
a plan. … We have made strides at
this juncture more than we ever
have in all these years the New
River has been talked about.

"I don't think he's correct on
that. … I think he has a misper-
ception of what we're doing,"
Hodge explained during a Nov. 3
interview. "We have always said
it's not just a Calexico problem, it's
an Imperial Valley problem."

New River Project Status
Most recently, the city was on

the verge of finally being able to
move some dirt on the New River
parkway project when the city
council went out to bid for a con-
struction company for the first
phase. Unfortunately, the council
was asked to reject the bids in
September when they came back
$700,000 and more above the
available funding. 

The city had $2 million set
aside for work that included the
first three-quarters of a mile of
bicycle path/pedestrian walkway
along a portion of the river. Also
included was landscaping, electri-
cal work, site preparation, erosion
control measures and stormwa-
ter/water-quality improvements,
according to the original bid.

But the only qualified bids the
city received over the summer
were from Pyramid Construction
and Aggregate Inc. for $2.7 mil-
lion and Granite Construction Co.
for $3.2 million.

Figueroa said the city is still
revising the request for proposals,
doing away with certain compo-
nents to lower the bids the city
receives. He did not say when the
bidding process would start again,
nor would he say what is being
changed from the original plans.

Meanwhile, Figueroa has said
the city needs between $15 million
and $25 million for the final phase
of construction, which is the por-
tion that would complete the major
work on the project, including a
trash-screen system to collect the
big items that flow through the
border from Mexico. 

There would be a tertiary
pump-back system, which is an
extension of the city's wastewater
treatment plant, and is meant to
take some of the polluted water,
clean it up and deposit it into a
riverbed so that a stream is part of
the parkway features. Finally, the
primary flow of the polluted river

would travel in an underground
pipe, before spilling out of the pipe
where it ends north of Highway
98.

Assembly Member Garcia To
Seek Funds Through Bill

Assembly Member Garcia
said Oct. 25 that he plans to author
and introduce a new bill in January
for a water bond that specifically
earmarks around $15 million to
$20 million for the final piece of
funding for the Calexico project.
Tentatively named the "Climate
Resiliency Bond," Garcia said the
legislation, if approved, would see
the money become available to
Calexico sometime in 2021. 

So far, it has been a long and
winding journey for the Calexico
New River Improvement Project,
Figueroa conceded on Oct. 30.

Formed in 2004, the Calexico
New River Committee was estab-
lished with the goal of being "the
first organized effort to address the
historical, environmental prob-
lems posed by the New River. This
was done through a unified and
inclusive approach that considered
the collaboration of members of
the community that had been
affected for decades in Calexico,
specifically the westside resi-

dents," Figueroa said.
With the support of local gov-

ernments and constant communi-
cation with state and federal offi-
cials, former Assembly Member V.
Manuel Perez (D-Coachella) in
2009 introduced Assembly Bill
1079, which was supported by the
Calexico New River Committee.
The bill created a strategic plan to
address ongoing issues with air
quality and water quality with the
New River and the Salton Sea.

In 2011, the New River
Improvement Strategic Plan was
adopted by the California-Mexico
Border Relations Council.

"Community meetings were
put together to showcase elements
of the plan, and consensus was
reached as to what remediation
and improvement projects were
needed in Mexicali and Imperial
County," Figueroa recalled.

Prior to that, in the early
2000s, Figueroa said former U.S.
Rep. Bob Filner (D-Chula Vista)
secured funding from the U.S.
Department of Transportation for a
parkway project that would
include bike paths and pedestrian
walkways along the river. Filner
was able to get the project $3.2
million, but it required a 20 per-

cent match, which was $800,000.
The matching funds didn't

materialize until the passage of AB
1079, when the $800,000 came by
way of the California Natural
Resources Agency. 

Some $2 million of the $4 mil-
lion Filner secured went to envi-
ronmental studies and the design
phase of the parkway project. The
remaining $2 million is what is
funding the first phase of construc-
tion plans the city is currently
revising so it can re-bid the proj-
ect.

Meanwhile, the city has the
first $10 million set aside for the
trash screen, pump-back system
and underground piping, which it
received through the state 2018
Parks and Water Bond Act
(Proposition 68).

"We welcome the latest efforts
by Mr. Garcia to secure the addi-
tional funding we need to com-
plete the infrastructure projects
identified by the New River
Strategic Plan for Calexico,"
Figueroa said. "We will continue
to partner and work, as we have
since 2004, in an organized, strate-
gic manner with local partners,
elected officials and our neighbors
south of the border."
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Crossword Puzzle Solutions 
from page 10

New River................from page seven
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Holtville Bridge Named For Iraq War Hero
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

While fallen U.S. Marine
Erik Silva, who perished after
being ambushed during the Iraq
War, now has a local highway
bridge named after him, it is still
not known when the signs desig-
nating that will go up.

The effort was led by
Assembly Member Eduardo
Garcia (D-Coachella) and in
accordance with the Senate the
Assembly passed Concurrent
Resolution No. 37. It was signed
by Gov. Gavin Newsom on July
23. 

This measure designates the
Alamo River Bridge on the Evan
Hewes Highway (State Route
115) near the western entry to the
city of Holtville as the "Marine
Corporal Erik H. Silva Memorial
Bridge." A ceremony was
planned by Kim Vincent, former
American Legion Auxiliary Unit
138 president, who was told by
Garcia last spring the dedication
should be ready by Veterans Day. 

"But that's not happening
now," said Vincent from her new
house in Oklahoma. "It'd be nice
to come home for that. I'm wait-
ing to learn if the Assembly is
purchasing signs for the bridge or
we (private supporters of ACR

No. 37) have to purchase them
from some bureaucratic entity." 

Silva, 22 at the time of death,
was an infantry rifleman when
ambushed in combat on April 3,
2003, while assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines. He was
six months shy of being honor-
ably discharged and had planned
a career with the California
High-way Patrol.

The youngest of four, Silva
was the third sibling to serve in
the military after his brother Isaac
served in the Air Force and his
sister Gloria served in the Navy.
Known as a quiet and friendly
young man, Silva played trumpet
in the Holtville High School
Viking Band of Pride. He also
played on the school golf and
soccer teams and was a drum
major the last two years of high
school.

According to the text of ACR
37, the Department of
Transportation is to determine the
cost of installing the appropriate
signs with this special designa-
tion. Then, upon receiving dona-
tions from nonstate sources cov-
ering that cost, the signs will be
secured in place.

Vincent reminded Holtville
residents that American Legion
Post 138 was re-chartered in
1941 as the Bradley Keffer post.

It honors two local servicemen:
the first, Roland Bradley was
killed in World War I and the sec-
ond, Howard Keffer, was a radio
operator on the USS Oklahoma
when the ship was attacked by
the Japanese at Pearl Harbor on
Dec. 7, 1941. He was also killed.

Keffer was listed as missing

in action until July 2019 when his
remains were identified. He was
buried at the Punch Bowl
Cemetery, also known as the
National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific, in Honolulu. 

"I haven't talked to the Keffer
family lately, but it would be nice
to have his remains interred in

Holtville," said Vincent. "But his
family donated his memorial flag
to Post 138 since it's named for
him. It would be nice to have the
bridge dedication for Erik on
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
(Dec. 7). But we can't confirm
anything until we hear more from
the state Assembly." 

STATE LEGISLATION HAS named this bridge on State Route 115 just west of Holtville in memo-
ry of U.S. Marine Cpl. Erik Silva, a city native who was killed in action in Iraq in 2003. However,
when the signs recognizing that will be funded and installed has yet to be determined.
STAFF PHOTO
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Schedule an appointment today!

Care like Family, Comfort like Home
103 S. Haskell Drive, El Centro, CA 92243 • 442-283-5500

Officials from Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo on Nov. 1 join in cut-
ting the ribbon at the organization’s new El Centro facility that
opened earlier in 2019. STAFF PHOTO

Clinicas de Salud del
Pueblo

Ribbon Cutting



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-761
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Septem Group
2308 M L King St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Rafael Damian Piza Preciado
Ave. Alamo Grande 3461
Mexicali, MX 21378
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Rafael Damian Piza
Preciado, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 24,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: October 23, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 5838       
Publish: Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2019

Weekly-Chronicle  Thursday, November 7, 2019   PAGE 14

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-759
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Baja Wood Pallets
1221 Jazmine
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
233 Paulin Ave. #5776
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Juan Gonzalo Gonzalez
1221 Jazmine
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed herein.
I, Juan Gonzalo Gonzalez

Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Juan Gonzalo
Gonzalez
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: Oct. 24, 2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: Oct. 23, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5829          
Publish: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU001094
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner  Narda del
Carmen Aguilar Helgueros
filed a petition with this court for
a decree changing names as fol-
lows: 
Present name:
Narda del Carmen Aguilar
Helgueros
Proposed name:
Narda del Carmen Helgueros

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this mat-
ter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be
granted. Any person objecting to
the name changes described

above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  December 10, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-

sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county
(specify newspaper):  Calexico
Chronicle/Imperial Valley
Weekly
Date:  October 11, 2019
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed: 
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
October 11, 2019 at 02:57:45 PM
By: Michelle Garcia, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 5833 
Publish: Oct. 31. Nov. 7, 14, 21,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-694
The following person is con-
ducting business as:
Transporte y Logistica Int
375 E Ross Rd. #142
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O Box 8166
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
Brenda Luz Dominguez Moreno
375 E Ross Rd. #142
El Centro, CA 92243

This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed herein.
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Brenda Luz
Dominguez Moreno, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: Oct. 02,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: Oct. 01, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  5823      
Publish: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-702
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Gilead CBD Wellness
301 Wake Ave. Suite 313
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Halim Oscar Marrujo
301 Wake Ave. Suite 313
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed herein.
I, Halim Marrujo Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Halim Oscar Marrujo,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: Oct. 04,
2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: Oct. 03, 2024. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
A. Pasillas, Deputy
Legal 5824      
Publish: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7,
2019

CLASSIFIED AD

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATEMENT OF ABANDON-
MENT OF USE OF FICTI-
TIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. 19-747
The following person(s) has
(have) abandoned the use of the
following fictitious business
name(s):
Rockwood Cafe
2451 Rockwood Ave. #115
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
The fictitious business was filed
in the office of the Imperial

County Clerk-Recorder on: May
11, 2018
The full name and residence
address of the person abandoning
the use of the listed fictitious
business name is:
2Gether Group LLC
471 Morongo Dr.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
I, David Ceja Declare that all of
the information in this statement
is true and correct.

Signed: David Ceja, President
Statement was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder
on: October 21, 2019.
I hereby certify that the foregoing
is a correct copy of the original
on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5835 
Publish:  Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21,
2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-726
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Hope Pharmacy
420 Heffernan Ave. Ste. A
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
I.V. Family Pharmacy, Inc.
1101 Emil Hashem St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation

Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: August 8, 2007.
Articles of Incorporation:
C2891210
I, Jadine C. Mah Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Jadine C. Mah,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights

of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 11,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: October 10, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5825         
Publish: Oct. 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Calexico Unified School
District of Imperial Valley, California, acting by and through its

Governing Board, hereafter referred to as the District will receive
up to, but not later than November 15th, 2019, at 12:00 p.m.,

sealed bids for the award of a contract for the following:
Fleet Vehicles

Bid No. 2019-003
Such bids shall be received in the Business Department of the

Calexico Unified School District: 901 Andrade Avenue, Calexico,
CA 92231. Each bid must conform and be responsive to this 

invitation, the information for Bidders, the Specifications, and all
other documents comprising the pertinent bid documents. Copies of
the Bid/Contract Documents are now on file and may be obtained

in the office of the Assistant Superintendent of Business Services at
the above address.

The District reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to accept or
to reject any one or more items of a bid, or to waive any irregul

arities or informalities in the bids or in the bidding.

Legal 5830
Publish: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-749
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Professional Beauty Products
621 E. Heil Ave. 
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Felipe Acosta
1143 E. Zapata St.
Calexico, CA 92231
Maricela H. Acosta
1143 E. Zapata St.
Calexico, CA 92231

Eva Rodriguez
1143 E. Zapata St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: November 01, 2004.
I,  Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signature: Felipe Acosta, Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business

Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 21,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: October 20, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Darlene Hale, Deputy
Legal 5834         
Publish: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21,
2019

AM Copiers Inc.
301 Wake Ave, Suite 313

El Centro, CA 92243

Full Time Copier Technician Position

• Training certification required in at least two of the following
brands of office equipment: SHARP, Lexmark, Kyocera, Epson, 
Brother.

• Minimum of two years of experience repairing, installing and
maintaining office equipment such as copiers, printers, faxes,
scanners, plotters, paper shredders.

• English and Spanish Fluency is required.
• Additional training will be provided.
• Salary will be based on experience and certifications.

Please submit your resume at: Halim@amcopiers.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Calexico Unified School District (hereinafter District) is seeking the
services of a qualified company or individuals

(Proposer/Contractor) to submit proposals for building security sur-
veillance cameras. The District's objective in issuing this Request

for Proposals (RFP) is to obtain competitive bids from which it will
select a contractor to provide and install building security cameras
on a turn-key basis in accordance with applicable laws.  Any indi-
vidual or company submitting a proposal must be able to provide

evidence that the individual or company and its personnel carrying
out bid responsibilities have expertise and experience in the installa-
tion of security surveillance cameras and must have a minimum of

five (5) years' experience.

Proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly
marked "RFP# 2020-02, Security Surveillance Cameras".

No electronic (email) or facsimile (fax) proposals will be con-
sidered. Proposals due date is December 06, 2019.  Proposals
received after the specified date and time will not be accepted
and will be returned unopened. Proposals will not be opened
publicly.  All responsive proposals will be reviewed and eval-
uated by the District in order to determine which contractor

best meets the District's needs for this project. The criteria by
which the District shall evaluate proposals are set forth in the
RFP.  A Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and job-walk of

facilities will take place on 
November 22, 2019, 3:30 PM at the Calexico High School

Front Office.

The RFP document can be found at http://www.cusdk12.org/rfp
Proposers are encouraged to submit written questions by email

to the following email: purchasing@cusdk12.org, before the
deadline of 11/29/2019. Questions will be addressed at the Pre-

Proposal Conference and job-walk.
Legal 5839 Publish: November 7, 14, 2019



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-660
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Donut Ave #111
230 S 4th St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:

1018 Imperial Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrants:
Huot Sim
1148 Paseo de su Majestad
Calexico, CA 92231
Weiyin Ji
1148 Paseo de su Majestad
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A

General Partnership
Registrant  has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed herein.
I, Huot Sim Declare that all of
the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Huot Sim
The filing of this statement does

not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under
Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: Sept. 19,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement
expires on: Sept. 18, 2024. A

new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6262         
Publish: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7,
2019
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PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-693
The following person is conducting busi-
ness as:
The Big Stone
1244 Paseo Camino Real
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Miguel Angel Rivera Lopez
1244 Paseo Camino Real
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: An Individual
Registrant  has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed herein.
I, Declare that all of the information in this

statement is true and correct.
Signature: Miguel Angel Rivera Lopez,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this State or a
Fictitious Business Name in Violation of
the Rights of another under Federal, State
or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: Oct. 02, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on: Oct.
01, 2024. A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  5822      
Publish: Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-704
The following person  is conducting busi-
ness as:
L. Rivas Trucking
1828 Rio Vista Street
Seeley, CA 92273
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 545
Seeley, CA 92273
Full Name of Registrant:
Nestor Rivas Jr.
1828 Rio Vista Street
Seeley, CA 92273
This business conducted by:
An Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious Business

Name(s) listed above.
I, Nestor River Jr. Declare that all of the
information in this statement is true and cor-
rect.
Signature: Nestor Rivas Jr.
The filing of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this State or a Fictitious
Business Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: Oct. 4, 2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires on: Oct.
03, 2024. A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6263       
Publish: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2019

SUPERIOR COURT OF
THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA IN AND FOR
THE COUNTY OF

IMPERIAL
In the Matter of:
THE BILL AND BILLEE JEAN
LYALL 1993 TRUST dated
February 12, 1993, as amended
and restated on August 31, 2015
and further amended by First
Amendment dated November
16, 2015 and     by Second
Amendment dated March 14,
2017.
Surviving Trustor, BILLEE
JEAN LYALL, Deceased

Case No.: EPR000620
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF BILLEE JEAN LYALL
[PROBATE CODE SECTION
19003, 19004 and 19040]
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
to the creditors and contingent
creditors of the above-named
decedent that all persons having
claims against the decedent are
required to file them with the
Imperial County Superior Court,
at 939 West Main Street, El
Centro, California 92243, and
mail a  copy to Paige Anne
Lyall, as Successor Trustee of
THE BILL AND BILLEE JEAN

LYALL 1993 TRUST dated
February 12, 1993, as amended
and restated on August 31, 2015
and further amended by First
Amendment dated November
16, 2015 and by Second
Amendment dated March 14,
2017, wherein the decedent was
the Settlor, at:

Paige Ann Lyall
c/o Patrick M. Pace

Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
Attorneys at Law

444 South 8th Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243

Telephone: (760) 352-7800
The original claim must be filed

with the Imperial County
Superior Court within the later
of four (4) months after the date
of the first publication of this
notice to creditors or, if notice is
mailed or personally delivered
to the creditor, sixty (60) days
after the date this notice is
mailed or personally delivered
to you. A claim form may be
obtained from the court clerk.
For your protection, you are
encouraged to file your claim by
certified mail, with return
receipt requested.
Dated: October 31, 2019
PINNEY, CALDWELL &

PACE
Patrick M. Pace
Attorney for Petitioner
Endorsed: Nov. 01, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Astridd Weimer, Deputy
Assigned for all purpose to
Judge including trial:
L.Brooks Anderholt
Legal 6264
Publish: Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2019

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-733
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
United Security and Protective
Services
2251 Portico Blvd
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 4074
Calexico, CA 92232
Full Name of Registrants:
JJ Pharma
2251 Portico Blvd
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant  commenced to trans-

act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: October 1, 2019.
Articles of Incorporation:
C4234957
I, Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: JJ Pharma, Joel
O’Campo, President

The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 14,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires

on: October 13, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 5826         
Publish: Oct. 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-711
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
GM Farms
865 Fites Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1641
Brawley, CA 92227
Full Name of Registrant:
Alicia Castro Moreno
865 Fites Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business conducted by: An
Individual

Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: October 8, 2019.
I, Alicia Castro Moreno Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Alicia Castro Moreno
The filing of this statement does

not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: October 08,
2019
NOTICE:  This statement expires

on: October 07, 2024. A new
statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6261        
Publish: Oct. 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14,
2019

Personal Assistant
Type: Part-Time
Hours: 9 Hours per week
Days:  3 days per week
Weekly Pay: $500.00
Apply at my email bellow johnkaka40@outlook.com 

CLASSIFIED AD
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